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The I"npreparedness <»f Kuglaml
qOME of tin1 London newspaper;. are bitter-
O ly criticizing the British War Ofllce for
the alleged lack of preparation to conduct
war on a great scale, and there is probably
more than a little ground for the strictures.
England has a chronic habit of "muddling
through" its wars. Hut tho British depend
upon citizen soldiers and have hot fared so

badly, just as the Belgians have been able
to put up Quite a fight, although it. too, de¬
pends on voluntary enlistment.

Besides. Great Britain relies upon her navy
to keep her free from invasion. Considering;
the number of British merchantmen that are
traversing the seven seas anil the absence of
those flying the German flag, it would appear
that the British navy is "on the Job."

A Good Model

MEMORIAL services were helil in Mexico
City the other day over the grave of

Francisco Madero. if the Constitutionalists,
.w ho now control the government of Mexico,
will show their respect and honor for the
memory of Madero in more practical ways
they will lead their countrymen ovit of the
slough of despond. Madero lacked power
and the strength to control, and that t'ar-
ranza and Villa possess. If they also pos¬
sess Madero's patriotism, his statesmanship
and hiF far-seeing vision, and if these quali¬
ties are exercised* they will pay greater
tribute to the murdered President than by
memorial services, and, what Is of infinitely
more importance, they will make themselves
even more valuable to Mexico than was the
man they honor.

Autoutiniy for Poland

RUSSIA'S proclamation that she will grant
autonomy to a reunited Poland if the

German and Austrian sections of that gal¬
lant and unfortunate people ftglit for the
Czar, has the peculiar interest of being tho
first approach to the widening of popular
government in Europe which, it is hoped in
this country, will be the one gain to human¬
ity as a result of the great war.

Skepticism will be felt, however, as to
Russia's sincerity. The Muscovites have
nothing to learn either from Germany fir
Austria in matters of absolutism. The Duma
was created only to be reduced to impotence
as an exponent of the popular will. Never¬
theless. it is significant that the Czar should
recognize the advisability of holding out the
promise of a form of independence in his
desire to get Polish support.

Humphrey's New Job

Representative Humphrey, of Wash¬
ington. professional calamity howler,

finding himself forced out of a job by the
turn of events, now seeks to become the
opposition's chief inquisitor. His latest ef¬
fort is a demand for an investigation of the
Agricultural Department, which it accuses of
publicity activity. That publicity of its work
is absolutely necessary, and^t*hat.,-if what it
does and what it learns i,-» net* nuide known
to all the country, the departihent has no

excuse for existence, does not worry Mr.
Humphrey That the Department of Agri¬
culture is essentially a department of pub¬
licity and was organized for that purpose is
a matter of no importance. Mr Humphrey
has to investigate something, doesn't lie?
Then why not the Department of Agricul¬
ture? Everything else lata already been In¬
vestigated.

More Work for Colonel Oiocthuls,

THE best reward that can be vlven to Colo¬
nel Goethals for haying pushed through

to triumphant completion the world's great¬
est engineering feat would be to give him
another great big task Therefore, the re

port that the government proposes to send
him up to Alaska to build the sorely needed
railroad will be acclaimed everywin re.

Disgust was very general even at the pos¬
sibility ihat so truly great a public servant
as Goethals might become Police Commis¬
sioner of New York. The man who built the
Panama canal was worth ;i better fate than
that should welcome nets a splendid
oppor*unity to continue his high service to
.he country by giving \la-ka a transporta¬
tion systom that will be worth more to it
than even the great ditch worth to the
commerce of the world.

They say tha' republics ;:re ungrateful
ith respect t.» t Go, 'c { <. United

States is grateful enough t \press its obli¬
gation by giving him anothci opportunity to
serve human progress. Tha* probably all
he desireF

Wants the Countrj to He Thrift*

PRESIDENT Straus, tf the American So.
riety for Thr: lr, in a telegram <..:!:.

mending the admlni: ration (¦ act on in or¬
dering an investigation of t J.. r< < . r t abrupt
rite in the prici of hou.-i si' ..«

asks President Wilson to give his inrliiem.
to a national movement to make Americans
as thrifty as the Belgians Mi Straus <i
not. however. sa> just how the propox i
"movement" is to be made effective
The preaching of moral precr pt. has it

yet become a governmental function, though
President Wilson hat' vhown that coun¬
try practices high morali'y !' w.: ... ;.
memhered that a former I'rer.dfr.* ,.:-riohed
the wickedness of race su;cid< whib all In¬
formed sociologist, and phy.jcian.- agreed

'that we do not need more babies nearly so
much as we need better ones.

It is doubtful that President Wilson be¬
lieves that his people are characteristically
unthrifty, although the charge has been
made so often thut it now passes unchal¬
lenged. Ours is a very high standard of
living as compared with that common in
European countries. Our people are bo much
interested in living and have, speaking very
broadly, so much of the means to make lite
interesting, that they may appear to have
no heed for the morrow. We are not a

cheese-paring nation because we have no
need to be. If ever the struggle for exist¬
ence becomes so deadly in this country as it
is in nearly all Europe, we shall be thrifty
beenuse of bitter necessity. It is not prob¬
able that thrift has ever, or will ever, be¬
come a national characteristic except under
economic pressure for a long period. Mean¬
while President Wilson has quite enough
work »n hand without trying to teach the
people what they should do with their
money.

The Value of Treaties

COLONEL Kooseveli whs characteristically
tallaeious in his wholesale condemna¬

tion last week of the arbitration treaties
which this country desires to conclude with
the other nations of the world. In opening
his New England campaign at Hartford, our
lively ex-President permitted himself to say:

Those propositi arbitration treaties of
.uirs would not worth the paper on

which th. > wer. printed if it t-ecamo to

tl.f intei' Ht «»f an> cr.-at military power
to vtolat<¦ them, if it thought it .ouM
violate th«;m with impunity.

it is. of course, understandable that the
Colonel should seek to discredit the diplo¬
matic efforts of the present administration,
hut itj this sweeping assertion of the useless-
11 ess of treaties he overreaches himself.
While it is quite true that agreements be¬
tween nations are broken, it is not at all
true that any civilized government violates
its solemn obligations except as a last resort
and with the feeling that it must justify its
conduct in the eyes of the world.

This we have seen in the case or Ger¬
many's violation of Belgium's neutrality.
The longest and most earnest statements
that have come from Berlin since the out¬
break of the war have had to do with Ger¬
many's presence in Belgium. Because of its
treaty Germany at the outset found it neces¬
sary to solemnly assure Belgium and the
rest of the world that ihe sovereignty of the
little kingdom would not bo affected and
that at the termination of the war Belgium
would be fully compensated for any damage
sho might suffer. To set herself ripht in
American eyes the German Chancellor
deemed it wise to send a message in which
he sought to explain that the violation was
forced on Germany.

All 'his is not much as bearing upon the
inviolability of treaties, hut it demonstrates,
at least, that treaties are worth a good deal
more than "the paper on which they were
printed."
A compact between nations is a step 'n

Ihe right direction. Our arbitration treatie.?
are worth while if only for the fact that
they set down the procedure that is to l»e
followed when this country differs from anv
other with which it has an agreement of
this sort. If any government refused to per¬
mit tho provisions of the treaty to operate
when need for them arose, that government
would pay the price of being the aggressor
in all neutral eyes, and we see to-day that
that price is considered a very heavy one,
else we would not hear any protestations
from Germany. Treaties are, and doubtless
will be. broken, but the act of breaking them,
the refusal to abide by them, may cause a
government to pause in circumstances where
a pause might bo very valuable and wheie
i» would not occur in the absence of treaty
obligations.
And Colonel Roosevelt ought to have re-

ii'.enibered that the Fnited States, which has
proven in the case of the Panama Canal that
it regards treaties as sacred, has some rea¬
son to expect that other countries will tlso
respect the agreements entered into with us.

Women to Parade AgniiW War
IT is expected that on August 20tli several
1 thousand women, clad in mourning, will
parade through the streets of Now York as
a protest against th<- war. The big city of
late years has seen an Interesting recrudes¬
cence of processions, usually for political
purposes, but it is not likely that it has everwitnessed one of such utter futility as the
one now being organized by the women.

If there were any desire in this country to
participate in the European conflict, such a
protest might have an excuse, even if it did
not serve any purpose. The women do not
need to parade to show that they do not
approve of war, any more than men of a
like way of thinkinu need to. The impend¬
ing parade was engineered by some of the
leaders in the women's suffrage movement,
but other equally prominent women will
have nothing to do with it. on the ground
that it tends to make women ridiculous.

At a time when the world is bowed down
with anxiety at the greatest war in all his¬
tory. futile peace parades seem to argue «n
inability in the paradors to treat grave mat¬
ters seriously. A march of mourning women
in Berlin or Vienna would have a meaning,
in x, w York it looks unpleasantly like a
product of idleness plus a desire to procure
cheap excitement.

"If Jack .lohm-on does enlist," begins the
Columbia State It" he does. Kaisers and
Kings and Emperors and chancelleries, all
are hereby absolved from blame. The war is
a righteous war. provided, of course, .lack
Johnson Is killed.

If war is hell, and If the Austrian prince's
departure to another world caused tho pros-
em pleasantry, well, will wo have an earlyfall?

A movie of Kaiser William embracing Em¬
peror Francis Joseph just at this moment
would br worth at least two hits of any man's
money.

When T H asks for changes of venue and
delays, it does indeed seem as though more
p es into the Kiver of Doubt than comes out

Kitchener has found his way to the draw¬
ing-room But they do say that his strong¬
er m. t'arv point is keeping the pantry tilled.

Wh n President Wilson opposed financial
a. .-.istat e< to Franco, ho showed that he can
make as well as break precedents.

Considering Its team hatting average, Bel¬
gium is entitled to travel In big league com¬
pany.

They appear to have mislaid Servia.

*

WAYSIDE CHATS WITH
OLD VIRGINIA EDITORS

"Norfolk grow* as u health resort," says the
Norfolk Ludgcr-Dlspatch. How does a health
resort grow ?

"Mr. McConihs says he finds people more In¬
terested In war than In politics," remarks the
Fredericksburg Free Lance. adding this com¬
ment: "This should prove very pleasing to the
pollt tela ns."

"The Times-Dispatch Is printing * serial,
story on Us editorial page. There's nothing
like livening up the editorial page," says the
Chase City Progress." So otjr friend has at last
learned that. NVhen will It try It?

The Lunenburg Call would have us believe
that the girls of that thriving town are super-
women. "A writer in a Chicago paper," It says,
asserts that a young man is sure of a welcome
when he calls on a young lady with a box of
candy 111 his hands. That may be the custom
in some places, but In this town girls think
more of the mental and moral qualities of the
man than they do of a pound of candy." Tell
it to the marines, bo! It's sour grapes that
make them say that.

The Lynchburg Advance Is anxious for that
naval engagement. Its patlcnce is exhausted. )
"We hereby solemnly warn the British ad-
mlralty that something lias got to be done.
We stand upon our rights as American citizens
and demand that that lleet be resurrected to the
light and something be done to revive Interest
in naval warfare." The demand is seconded, jIf Great Britain does not want an assault by
the combined forces of the Lynchburg Advance
and tills great and good newspaper, It will stage
that light instanter.

We found a very clever paragraph In one of
our exchanges, but as we have also read it In
several others, we do not know to which to
credit it. and so the paragraph must be lost
forever to our readers.

The Covington Dispatch Is partly wise and
partly foolish. It smacks Its lips over Han-
over watermelons, as 1* right, and then goes
into hysterics over Alleghany tomatoes and
sweet corn. If It had Just stuck to Hanover
products throughout Its rhapsody, It would
have gained a reputation for wisdom that would
have gone echoing and re-echoing down the
corridors of time.

This optimistic note from the liastern Shore
Herald i* worth reading In Richmond and In
all Northern Neck and Eastern Shore Vir¬
ginia: "We note with much satisfaction that »
the new line of railroad out of Richmond to-
ward the Northern Neck lias been opened for
some distance and will be pushed until It
reaches the Rappahannock. This will prove to
Richmond commercially, in that It will bring
Richmond in close touch with a section whose

1 business has necessarily been going to Balti- i
| more, will, in the future, ro to Richmond.

The Gloucester County school board Is seek¬
ing means whereby to Increase the school en¬
rollment. Why not take advantage of the
State law allowing counties to put Into effect
a compulsory school attendance law? The
suggestion is passed on to the News and Re-
porter.

I \ rVOICE OF THE PEOPLE
Teuton nnii Slav In Austria-Hungary.

To the Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.Austria-Hungary fighting for the pre¬

servation of the Teutonic race! It Is to laugh.
Take away all but Teutons In the polygot em¬
pire and there'll be little left. SLAV.
Richmond, August 1". 1914.

,

Wanted for Adoption.A Mttle Girl.
To the Kdltor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.On Sunday, August 9. there was an ad¬

vertisement in The Times-Dispatch for homes
for one boy and three girls. I Intended an¬
swering the ad, but misplaced the paper. If the
children haven't gotten homes, I would he very jglad to communicate with their parents or per¬
sona In charge of them. 1 am Inclosing self-
addressed envelope, and will appreciate any
information you can give me. as 1 might adopt
one .«f the girls for mutual benefit.

MRS. H
Ksmont, Va., August 17.

Menacing Self-Confidence.
To The Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Lewis H. Blair asks what impartial mind

can doubt the outcome of the present war. The
answer, 1 think. Is that none can doubt it and
that outcome will Inevitably be the defeat of
Germany. Mr. Blair, In his last letter, assumes

' that the French are depressed and afraid, while
the Germans are supremely confident. That as¬
sumption Is open to grave doubt, and even if
true, is not ground for belief that Germany «an
win over France, Great Britain, Belgium. Japan
and Russia combined. As for supreme self-
confidence it is more often than not a danger,

j Self-confidence served the Germans a terrible
blow at Liege. The German egotism is the cause

j of the war. German egotism caused the early
checks, and it Is German egotism that Is going
to tiring about defeat for Germany much sooner
than the inevitable would otherwise have tic- i
curred. AMERICAN.

Richmond. August IS, 1914.

The House hy the Side of the Ron ..

To The Kdltor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.I see a request in this morning'r Times-

Dispatch for the following poem, which I lake
pleasure in sending. I hope you will publish 1*.

A. H. L.
Let me live in a house by the side of the road.
Where th^ race of men go by;

The men who are good, ar.d the men who are
bad.

As good and n? bad as I.
I would not sit in the scorner's seat,

(>r hurl the cynic's ban;
Let me 11 ve in a house, by the side of the road,
And be a friend to man.

I see from my house by the side of the road;
j it. the si le of the highway of life,
Tiie men who press with the ardor of hope.
The men who are faint with the strife;

But 1 tuin not awax from their smiles nor their
tears;

Both parts of an infinite plan.
! Let nic live in my home by the side of the road.

And be a friend to man.
SAMUEL WALTER FOSS.

Richmond, August IT.
.

THE BRIGHT SIDE
Dropped In lint History.

The Americans abroad in historic Kurope
have had the deplorable experience of being
dropped into a mass of molten history before
it has cooled off..New York Evening Sun.

II'h Tnugli Though.
The schoolboy is trying to hear up under the

h >rrit>le news that hundreds of American school
teachers ar> stranded in Europe..Cleveland
Plain I H al. r.

I'rrhnp*.
' < >h, Mildred," cried one young lady, meeting

a school friend of some two summers past. "I've
heard the greatest piece of news. Can you keep
a secret

i don't know." said the friend. '.! never tried
What is it?".Atlanta Journal.

Creative Femlnlant.
She."Don't you think we'd bett*r go hack

through England again on the scay home?'"
II,. But we did England."
She."I know it But slner we were there

think of all the lovely new ru'.ns the suffragettes[ have n-.ade.' .Life.

WHAT WAS NEWS
FIFTY YEARS AGO

Krom the Richmond Dlnpatcb August 19, 1MI.

The roport that the enemy had quietly taken
possession of Signal Hill proved to be true but
yesterday tho little James River fleet of Iron
clads siillod down the river, took poKKveslon and
Mhellod the hill so hotly the enemy retired In
haste. Confederate troops then tuok possession,and the signal service was restored. SignalHill Is 011 the plantation of Henry Cox, two and
a half miles below Chaflln's Muff.
The report that Brigadier-General Chambllss

was killed In the battle of Tuesday on tho
Charles City Road proves to he true. His
dead body has been sent Into our lines by the
enemy under flag of truce.
The exact location of the fierce battle of last

Tuesday was near Fusscll's Mill, between the
Darbytown and Charles City Roads. The enemy
made a furious charge upon our lines, sue-
feeding in breaking through Wright's Brigade.
Hut they were speedily driven hack, with ter¬
rible slaughter by Lane's North Carolina Bri¬
gade, assisted by parts of two Georgia brigades.
It was a terrific: light while It lasted. The Con¬
federates captured 600 prisoners and several
hundred firearms.

Prisoners taken last Tuesday report that th»
Federal general, Kerrcro, dancing master and
commander of negro troops, was killed In the
fight on the Darbytowti Koad.
Our artillery In front of Petersburg, at 'J

o'clock yesterday morning opened tire on the
enemy all along the line and kept it up for one
hour and a half. It was feebly responded to by
the enemy. After that there was the usual quiet
all down the lines.
A Federal force from the Fifth Army Corps

made an exhibition yesterday <>n our right from
Petersburg, and struck the Weldon Road sl.>
miles from Petersburg. They burned the Brick
House and tore up some of the railroad track.
However, "they were quickly attacked by
Walker's Virginia and Davis's Mississippi Brl-
gades, and driven by to the lin-'1 In front of
Petersburg. In the engagement the enemy was

severely punished and 150 prisoners taken.
Some of the prisoners taken reported that the
object of this move was to cause the with¬
drawal of L.ee's men from the front while a

general attack all along the front might be
made, but no such attack was made up to mid-
night last night.

Ofllcers engaged In the flKlit on th*- Darby-
town and Charles City Road last Tuesday say
that In proportion to the numbers engaged It
was a much more terrific fight than (hat of th>*
Crater In front of Petersburg on July 30, and
that the slaughter of the enemy was much
greater proportionately.
General Stonetnan. the weeping Federal

raider, who surrendered to General Wheeler, In
Georgia, and is still a prisoner of war. has been
transferred to Charleston^ wh>-rc he stands >

better chance to be exchanged.
Colonel John B. Murchlson, of the Elgtitl

North Carolina Regiment, died In a N .: litem
prlaor* on the 7th.
Gold was quoted In New York on the 12th at

268.

THE PUBLIC PULSE
Editorial Expressions From Leading

Newspapers
A Minrp I.en.tnn.

The folly of w lint has been going ":.. In th*
South lias finally been brought very kecnl\ t:
th<» knowledge <>f our people
They have put all of their ckes In on* basket.

They have trusted one crop. They have crown
cotton and bought hay and foodstuffs r>: nun
and beast from other parts of the country.

If the Southern cotton grower cannot sMl his
cotton at a good price, he Is in a bad way.
By the tlrst of September It is possible tha*

the whole Mtuatlon may clear up. It Is possible
that cotton may be marketed at a good price.
But the possibility of these tilings not being
true shows how necessary it is for a people
to be self-sustaining within their own territory.
Memphis Comm e r c la 1 A p pe a 1.

Uncle Sam n* Sfintn Clntinf

Seventy-five per cent of the toys which fill
young America's storking at Christmas tim-» are
made In Germany and France.
The manufacturers of these are not huddled

up in factory buildings In big cities, hut thou¬
sands and thousands of thrifty little Hans and
Gretchens. in their own homes, vie with Francois
and Marie, their antagonistic French cousins, In
making the trinkets that fill the Christmas
stockings of our children. Shiploads of th»>ne
wares come to this country every year.
Now this supply is t.> be cut off.for ho.v long

nobody knows.
Our toy factories are few.so what are we

going to do about it'.' Young America must have
a happy Christmas ll» must have toys and
gew-gaws.

Will the very emergency bring the impetus to
American handicrafts, which can find ready work
wherever there are natlv>- woods and grasses
and pottery soil, and where there arc little
hands, in town and country, ready and restless
for work?.Atlanta Constitution

('losing the Market*.
The dosing of the speculative markets of the

United States has served to prevent good deal
o* mischief and danger in that particular dlrec-
tion, and the general feeling is that this expedi-
ent was adopted Just In the nick of lime. So j
far the disaster to firms has r.>>t been serious In
the aggregate, and we may cherish the hope
that the worst is passed. Whati-voi ma. »i£
developments of the n* xt few days, we la. I
every reason to expect that in this counir I
ill effects consequent upon the threat of a

general European war will be temporary.
If the present fears are realized. It will soon

he obvious that the United Stat*s will have a
tremendous advantage as the greatest of the
world's neutral markets. This in not saying,
however, that a general European war will l>e,
in the long run, t material blessing to the peo-
pie of the United States, because sooner or later
we must suffer to some ext'nt from the wide-
spread ruin. We are merely speak'ng of tho
earlier consequences of th* Colossal struggle,
Everything Indicates that these will result In a
quickening of our commeirlal and Industrial
activities and hasten the revival which has been
predicted for the early fall.New Orleans Slates.

Dummy Directing I nfaslilonnble.
The trustees of it n estate have brought an

Interesting suit under the Sherman act against
the New York. New Haven and Hartford Rail¬
road Company, and all its directors from lf">4
to 1909 who are now living, and tho estates
of three directors who are deatf.
The complainants, holding as trustees, some

New Haven shares allege that the acts of these
directors were in violation <>f the Sherman act,
and that under the damage provisions of the
act, the stockholders are entitled to recovei
not only $102,000,000, the estimated amount
squandered, or worse, by these directors, but
even three times that sum, or $306,000,000.
The proceeding is an effort of a minority

stockholder t«< bring to reckoning and restitu¬
tion these directors, whose Infidelity to theii
trust and acts In apparent violation of the law
resulted in such enormous losses to the actual
owners of the New Haven corporation prop¬
erty.

It is an interesting proceeding. Upon Its
chances of success lawyers may be left to de¬
bate. Should the final decision be In favor of
the complainants, they will have gone far to
show how "dummy" and other unfaithful direct-
ing may be made most decidedly unfashionable.
.Chicago Herald.

Too Many Ingredients.
Mrs. Benton tasted the savory morsel she

had carefully compounded In lite chafing dish
and looked at her husband somewhat appre¬
hensively. Then she said:
"Somehow, It don't taste Just as Mrs. Mink's

did the other night. Yet T thought I remem¬
bered the recipe all right. 1 suppose I must
have left something out."

Mr. Benton tasted reflectively.
"I don't think so," he remarked.
Mrs. Benton's face brightened visibly. Th»n

her husband continued.
"There's nothing you could leave out." he said,

"that would make it taste like this. It's some¬
thing you've put In!".Kansas City Star,

I

What Chance Has Sport These Days?
ONE OK THE DAY'S IIEST CAHTOON3.

Romantic Tale by Louis Joseph Vance
<* pyrlsht by Louis Jnnph V.ir>">

oc
My :irrani;enient with tin- I'rilv -i. Kllm

M.in it i I'irInK i-'.-mpan jv-, ¦... '.>
ii.i I "1'hv Trey O' lleailx l:i "he- Time.-¦
f»li>|..i: h and iil.s.i t" it in ;>:a'tli<- »ii *rlor Theatre .Sym i>r*
i.u; hu|>rerr: Thtrey ii.. .« .* * V"

..I'lluk" t It} e a I": 11 >»t
prlvat« war which, through his daughter,JviUtlit a young woman of violent temper,he wmrsh «gjiMt Alan I.aw ftli» r.
i.nw <Je«'l. Trine he;.I ie>;>. n-i :¦ !"¦ a

.l-iit wl:!, h ma .. h!:i> a i»;i«.. ; >
I.ia lovei Rote Trir.o. hi* enemy - daughter,
iwin M.-.tet of .lu II:.i. an ! ha.» l» . r.t -*1
!. .. k »<. *. i' * i-ountl) l.y tli :.i<- .. -t r» .»! a
- th" token ait" M .ti h« :w.
ltos« Trine. L'n'ler dramatic clrcum»Utiret
Law mtvea the life r.f Judith and »h0 fall*
!.i I with him ail? Ultr mi:-.'-
,.l»r...i#h hi l.:n»«.- when -«e fit. h
Hi t}».- wo" h Main* Hut l.a .

. .t. .

Faithful to r:<w- who. learning . het
leth-t . tte.i -her;, ha- >». ...» in -'a:
It Iin She finU» him ;«!t*: Ju.llth hat tie-
rutted htm. ami they *#.»it on th" homeward
tourney, I.*w receiving the ileuth »lgn again*t.lle on the train

rilAI'TKR XI. H I "NT HI»
An hout i If. iti «I\tK >¦' ..venire. '

Irnitt lumbered into Portland Mat.on,
tr.'t ht-art it. mouth. Aliiti 1;«.!i-«-fl Host-
from M f step*, hljouldered .> way t'.-i
h.et thion^l the i-rowil, ar.d almi.M
lifted ii V: I: lu a t lib.
"HcM in town," he demanded.

'An! !". '{til'-k a built it fui a «i. 11»> .

lip."
Not even wh' ti the\ shot a« ay from

!he station did 1.'- dare pium<- t imj-eif
«n e.si'aj"*. He eland trtit't i.othlnK
:tow, b-ast of all fcelf-<<>nrtden< >. Me
lat.'l not even trust tin- chauffeur <>n
h' scat irt front of him.
Vet that one he ditru ted. It

" eilied. without if.isnri kIii itiy the
.il) stopped before a hotel toleraldv
Itreteiislons on n quiet «ttc<t in a
( wai ter of obvious respectability.

11.. had i otninunlca' 1 lit.-1 on* will
.t heme t.. th- girl en rente. I vcelvltitt
ter Indorsement <.{ It. Now, 1. vlrti#
registered f«. i her and n«¦ n iter > if-lv
to the door of the hest available room
in the house within ready call .»f the
riul'lli lol>b>¦ and ofllce, lie washed tii>.
itulpcfl a haisiy meal.whb h had
b-fllnttl to i.|.;ire, jtb a<ll:iK ! :?:« .«.
U;i| hurried away Into th> iruht with
Jnly tlie ties t o driver "f a put.II.- hauk.
nicked 1111 hupha/ard a! some d:: tani-«;
from th' hot.-l, lor Ills kutile
He watted the betiet part i.f ati hour

lif.s hand toward a vessel moored
alongside t!i«- wharf. There she ts, ar.d
a 111.r lvj.it you won't !ind anywhere:
«(liooiier-riKg«d, fifty feet over all.
twenty-live horsepower motor auxili¬
ary. two at ntt-roomi; -.ill ready for as
1< :a co;iat w lse crtil.se as > ou care to
tak-. Come aboard."

II' 1""1 briskly across the wharf,
flown a mi r.crplnnk, then aft along the
<i> i; t.» j, < panionway by which the
two :n«-n KMiinl .. comfortable and
noin> cabin, bright with fiesh white
wiiumel.

Here 1 ebt of the cabin lamp re-
v..ib to Alan's searching scrutiny a
I"': - m of 1 ir'i build ar.'l independent
< wriaue, w :ti» a roughly-modeled,
gooo f¦iimnr"d fact., reddish bair. jn'l
:- *

.-i «l > iboimh twinkling blue eyes
"X <¦. I... i iih; the ynuin: man In-

1?' himself cheerfully "chrlJt-
¦ i.ed Thomas Nativity. American
.Stat- of lif«-. riht broke That's the
ml.. h« laughed, ind shrugged, shame-
f. «d "1 f'.ji". myself hard up this
sp: :. .. with this b' i' mi my hands,
s :. ;< v "nt I hail ai d th»n some

fi11ink "nt on ..» oihI charter with
< ii. .....;.« i b 11 c 1 " li New York, who
v. ... haw- lift nif here a fortnight
sin.. M- did: t and here 1 air., in
pawn to the ship cl »:idler. desperate
. !.<;» f. : anything"

How mu''h do vou owe"
"I'pw.irds <<f a hundred.'
".Sdv I advance tha amount when

can we sail'
The v'Iihk re"' '»d briefly.

'There's t .methir.g so engagingly
i ab nt thi- proct.»<iing." he of-
!"¦: ¦¦ ed wi.~'full> I've got the strang-

kind ' a hum h it .- gv.ng to go
tbr'.'.igh. !'iy my bills. and we cat. bo
on lunide ar. hour. That 13."
He checked with an exclamation cf

disma\, chapfalleis. J may have some
trouble scaring up a crew at Ehort
I. ¦! ice "

How -ui; h of i rew do you need*"
"< u .. other who knows his Job will

be enough.if I can rtno him I hid
two ui* a engaged, but last week they
i; ' tired doing nothing for r.otnlng
and !¦ (t nu- flat

.'Tlit that settled. Alan £3lJ.
1 know boats i ;i be your <_.'ew.and

I'll* Wind lllntvN (lie Mfi'i of Mate Into Itaar'x I.Bp.
iii fniiIloss and perhaps Ill-advised In-
'luiric.s; then his )tn:kj such as it was, I
led lit in mi suspicion down a pooi ly-
11ki11«-el whtirf. iii Hie extreme end Of
which h" discovered a ld'h^ly >oung
nian {.torched ;«i <.;» n pile, hands in
pniikfis, gaze turned seaward, lips
pursed whistling soulful) v.

At the sound of footsteps this per¬
son Interrupted himself long enough
to appraise ilie stranger with one
swift gl.inco of apprehension, then, re¬
assured. resumed his harmonious ill-
version with :ui Added accent of melan¬
choly, iin<i with It his gloomy stare
across h tide whereon, now black night
was fallen, pallid wraiths of yachts
swung just visibly b< neath uneasy
riiling lights.
"Pardon me," Alan ventured, "but

perhaps you can help me out."
"Vou've come to the wrong shop, my

friend," the young man interposed with
morose civility: "I couldn't help any¬
body out of anything.tho way I am

now."
"I'm sorry," said Alan, "but I

thought possibly voi might know
where I could And a seaworthy boat
to charter."
"What kind of a boat?" the young

man demanded sharply.
"Anything moderately fast, well-

found and able, with accommodations
for two passengers.one a lady."
The young man slipped smartly

down from his perch. "If you don t.
look sharp," he. said ominously, "you'll
charter tho Seaventure." He waved

i

the better satisfied to have nobody olse
;i boo Ml."

Tin- r-yr- s of Mr Barcus clouded.
"^oc here, my headlong friend. what's
your little pnmf, n nyt hitig' I don't
mind playing 'he fool oil tin- high seas,
but I'll be i") party to a Kidnapping
or."

..Iff! an elopement," Alan Interrupted
on inspiration "Wove .simpiy got to
got rluai ..£ Portland by midnight"

"Vnu'rt! on!" Karens agreed promptly,
his faco clearing. "(Jod knows why I
believe you, out I do.and here's myban !"
They shook hands formally, with a

tightening pros.sure that testified to
th'-ir instantaneous liking for each
other.

"Now," Alan proceeded, producinghis hill-fold, "hire's a hundred andfifty. Clear up everything, and be
ready for us in half an hour.ready to
cast off the minute we come aboard.
The hand of the other faltered in Us

eager impulse toward the bills. "Aren't
you ruuniiiK a long chance?" ho ob¬
jected feebly.
"No.you are," Alan laughed. "I.<ook

for iir In thirty minutes. I'm off."
"Somebody is." Mr. Barcus agreed

to his solitude as the feet of his em¬
ployer drummed along the deck over¬
head. "I don't even know your name
you haven't even asked my price, and
:f it wasn't for that Insinuating smile
of yours, my hair-trigger friend, I'd
he less satisfied that this was mylucky day."

[Continued To-morrow]


